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If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings                             23 July 2021 

Dear Parents and Girls 

The teachers and I are excited about the imminent return of all our girls to school on Monday, 26 July. We 

look forward to having our school filled with the joyful noise of children’s laughter and excited chatter. 

We have been informed that President Cyril Ramaphosa is due to address the nation on Sunday, 25 July, 

regarding an update on the current lockdown level. We remain hopeful, and all information available to us 

at present indicates that we should be able to return to school on Monday, 26 July.  

Should the announcement be made on Sunday evening that schools are to remain closed then we will 

continue online as we have been doing for the past month. The weekly schedules will be posted on the 

portal by Saturday morning to ensure that we are prepared should schools need to remain closed. The only 

grade to return to school on Monday, should schools remain closed, is Grade 0.   

We encourage all our girls to return to school on Monday. It is a proven fact that our girls need the benefit 

of social interaction with their peers and most students at junior school learn best in the face-to-face 

environment of a classroom. As I have expressed before, a hybrid classroom model is not ideal. This model 

requires a teacher to divide her attention between a group of girls at school and a group of girls at home 

and inevitably one group is disadvantaged in the lesson. We do accommodate girls staying at home to self-

isolate or to assist families with restrictions due to comorbidities. Our online offer is not available to students 

who choose to stay at home because it is more convenient and comfortable to do so.  

As we have requested in the past, parents are to please inform their daughter’s class or form teacher if their 

daughter is unable to return to school and needs to be accommodated online. Effective communication is 

essential as we manage this over the next two weeks. Please notify your daughter’s teacher in good time if 

she is unable to attend school on any given day.   

The second assessment cycle of the year is well underway, and we request that in the next two weeks every 

opportunity is seized to consolidate and further the learning journey. Let us continue to make every day 

count. 

Arrangements for the return to school on Monday, 26 July 

• Uniform: Girls can choose to wear their full winter uniform or sports uniform and full school tracksuit (a 

reminder that the hoodie is worn underneath the school tracksuit top) for the next two weeks. 

• School stationery and books: Girls, please pack all your stationery and books this weekend to make 

sure you return to school with everything.  

• Loaned iPads: All school loaned iPads must be returned to school on Monday morning. The iPads 

belong to our iPad banks and are required for IT integration lessons at school.  
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Message from Mrs Jennings  (continued)              

• Own devices: Grade 5, 6 & 7 classes are required to bring their personal devices to school on Monday 

if they can. Teachers will use the lessons on Monday to make sure that all work has been completed 

and submitted.  

• Extracurricular activities: Participation in the sport and cultural afternoon programme will be voluntary 

for the next two weeks.  

• Aftercare: Aftercare will be available each afternoon until 17:30. Only children who are participating 

in the afternoon programme and are unable to be collected straight after their activity are invited to 

use this facility. All girls not participating in the afternoon programme on offer must please be 

collected straight after school to help us manage the number of children attending Aftercare.     

Day of Discovery #DiscoverMySkills  

We are very excited to announce our first Day of Discovery to be held on Friday, 30 July. This will be the first 

in a series of planned days on which we collapse the school timetable for a day and put a special 

programme in place to address a specific area of development for the girls. Our first Day of Discovery has 

been planned to address the skills that teachers have identified that need to be developed and 

consolidated as a result of the disruptions to learning created by the pandemic. Each grade has identified 

three skills that will be the focus of this Day of Discovery and each grade will enjoy a session of movement 

with the Phys Ed team. During the day girls will also learn different mindfulness techniques to promote 

improved concentration and focus when learning.  

An online presentation of this programme will not be effective and so all girls are requested to be at school 

to gain the full benefit of this opportunity. Girls unable to attend will be able to connect on MSTeams to the 

activities presented in the classroom to hear and observe the onsite activities. All girls are required to wear 

their sports uniform on this day to be able to participate fully in each activity. 

The Week of the Arts 

The last week of the term will be a week in which we celebrate 

the arts; an aspect of school that we have not been able to 

make visible as much as we would have liked to during the 

pandemic. Teachers are planning activities that week that will 

showcase the arts. Please follow our social media platforms 

that week as we share the outcomes of this celebratory week. 

We will unfortunately not be able to host an exhibition for 

parents to view onsite.  

Aftercare – early closing Thursday, 5 August 

All our Junior School staff will be attending an end of term staff 

function on Thursday, 5 August, from 16:30 in the afternoon. 

Aftercare will close at 16:00 on this afternoon to allow the 

aftercare teachers to also attend this evening. Please take 

note of this early closing time and please make the necessary 

arrangements to collect your daughter by 16:00.  

 

Kind regards 

Alison Jennings 
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Grade 0s celebrating 100th day in Grade 0             

Swimming Camp for Team Swimmers 

2 and 3 September 2021 

10:00—12:00   Grade 2-4 
12:30—15:00   Grade 5-7 

Please find more information on the D6 

School Communicator  

Save the dates              

Transformation and Diversity Project 

Parent Engagement Webinar  

Wednesday, 4 August  

 

The Grade 0’s 

dressed up as though 

they were a 100 years 

old. They did many 

counting activities, 

made a crown and a 

picture .     

Celebrating 

100 days 

smarter! 
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Outreach—Mrs N Zwane (Junior School Head of Outreach)       

Mandela Day Celebration 2021 

A big thank you to all the girls and the St Mary’s DSG community that took some time to do a random act 

of kindness on Saturday, 17 July. Despite the challenges and hurdles that we face as a country, they found 

it in their hearts to “give”. 

Well done to the Junior School girls for the extraordinary activities they did to help others that are less 

fortunate and to make a difference within their communities. 

Kayla Carr participated 
in a  community clean-

up project.  

Tshiamo Nkambule baked cupcakes 

and took them to the military 

defending the shopping centres in her 

area. 

 

Leiya-Love 

Cook made 

sandwiches for 

the people on 

the streets and 

she baked   

cookies for the 

local police  

station. 

Daniela del Gallo, Giulia del Gallo, Alessa del Gallo, Ashleigh 

Fletcher, Brooklyn Fletcher and Isabella Kotze delivered a 

delicious Italian dinner and vegetables to House Gracia in 

Pretoria North. The home is special to them as they have an 

adopted cousin from the home.  

Juhi Joshi assisted The 

Essence of Hinduism team 

to pack 500 food hampers 

to send to KZN to help the 

people who are suffering 

due to the riots. She also 

spent time painting empty 

coffee tins, preparing 

activity books and sent 

these to Steve Biko 

Academic     Hospital. 

Miette Green baked bread for 
their security guard.   

Jessica Loubser participated in  a              
community clean-up project.  

Emma Dewar     
participated 

in a          
community 
clean-up  

project and 
put together 
a food parcel 
for  people 
affected by 
the riots in 

KZN.    
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2021 SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR 
Term 2     

(68 days) 

Start Wednesday 28 April 

Close Friday 6 August          (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30) 

       

Term 3  

(62 days) 

Start Tuesday 7 September 

Close Wednesday 1 December 

Half Term CLOSE Thursday 21 October (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30) 

  RETURN Tuesday 26 October 

Public Holidays Friday 24 September (Heritage Day) 

Calendars and Channels of Communication  

Junior School Channels of 

Communication 

Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7) 
 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics:  Mrs L Whitelaw                        

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  - 012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543  

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding:  Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Ms Lorraine Ndwambi  

lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Covid Queries 

Mrs J van der Merwe                                         

jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Sr L du Plessis  

lduplessis@stmarys.pta.school.za  

 

Junior School Calendar: 10 July - 23 July  

 Week 12         Value of the week:  Responsibility 

Mon 26 July  
Girls return to school  

08:00 - 08:30  Grade 0-7 Chapel  

Tues 27 July 17:00                Governing Body meeting  

Wed 28 July 

07:45 - 08:30  Grade 4-7 Music Recital 

17:00 - 19:00   ITC meeting - T&D Project Feedback from                   

                           Navigate   Consulting  

Thurs 29 
July 

09:15 - 10:00   Grade 4-7 Assessments  

18:00—19:00   Alumnae Committee meeting  

Fri 30 July Day of Discovery  -  #DiscoverMySkills 

Sat  31 July  

Sun 01 Aug  

 Week 13         Value of the week:  Self-Confidence 

Mon 02 Aug  07:45—08:30   Grade 0-3 Music Recital 

Tues 03 Aug 18:00—19:00   Grade 6 Parent Conversation 

Wed 04 Aug  
07:30—08:30   Women’s Day & Awards and Accolades Assembly 

18:00—19:30   T&D Project Parent Engagement Webinar  

Thurs 05 
Aug 

09:15—10:00   Grade 4-7 Assessments  

16:00                 Aftercare closing early at 16:00 

Fri 06 Aug 

11:00                 School closes for Grade 0-3 

11:30                 School closes for Grade 4-7 

                           Aftercare available until 17:00 

 

Communication this week 

 

• Slideshow of the Gender            

Diversity Talk hosted by                 

Jonathan Bosworth 

• Grade 2-7 Team Swimmers 

Swimming Camp 

• Grade 6 Parent Conversation 

• Junior School Staff               

Announcement  

No Holiday Club - 

August holidays 

Unfortunately we have 

had to take the 

decision to not host the 

holiday club during the 

August holidays due to 

Covid restrictions. 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

    Junior School                      

Orchestra  Practice  

Orchestra girls must please bring 

their music instruments to school 

on Monday, 26 July, for orchestra 

practice from 12:30—15:00. 

mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za

